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Special Events & Filming Department
Overview on State, County and City Guidelines

• State of California
– Per the State’s Industry Guidance, the entertainment industry and the workers supporting the 

entertainment industry are defined as essential 
– State defers to individual counties and jurisdictions for specific guidelines and restrictions, EXCEPT…

• Production/back office staff and management must comply with the State’s Office Workplace 
Guidelines

• County of San Diego
– Must comply with the County of San Diego’s Safe Reopening Plan

• Broad COVID-19 safety protocols checklist for all essential businesses operating during the 
pandemic, including film, TV, music, and photography productions

• What You’ll Need To Do:
– Complete the Safe Reopening Plan for all of your filming locations
– Post or have a copy of the completed Safe Reopening Plan accessible on-set
– Provide a copy to all cast, crew, and individuals that will be on-set
– If applying for a County, City, or Port film permit, provide a copy to their respective permit 

offices as part of your permit application packet





Special Events & Filming Department 
Overview on State, County, and City Guidelines (cont’d)

• City of San Diego
– Film, TV, commercial, and still photography productions must comply with the following: 

• County of San Diego’s Safe Reopening Plan (completed/signed copy must be provided to permit 
office if requesting to film on public property)

– If filming on private property, Safe Reopening Plan must be completed, posted or made 
easily accessible on-set, and provided to all cast/crew. Production does not need to submit 
the Safe Reopening Plan to the City or County.

• Physical distancing for all talent, crew and support services
• Facial coverings required (exception for on-camera talent while actively being filmed)
• Handwashing/sanitation stations
• Cast/crew limit of 15 per location

– Considerations for an exception: Location/venue provides adequate space to physical 
distance, use of pods or zones in separate locations (e.g. basecamp), surrounding 
community

• Questions about other cities or locations in San Diego County? Contact us at 619-685-1340 or 
film@sandiego.gov. 
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Special Events & Filming Department
Tips and Resources

• Special Events & Filming Department website

• City of San Diego’s Supplemental Guidelines on Film/TV Production and COVID-19 Prevention

• County of San Diego’s Safe Reopening Plan

• County of San Diego – COVID-19 Resources, Posters, and Materials

• California Statewide Industry-Specific Resources

• Alliance of Motion Picture and Television Producer’s Industry-Wide Labor-Management Safety 
Committee Task Force Proposed Health and Safety Guidelines for Motion Picture, Television, and 
Streaming Productions During the COVID-19 Pandemic

• California Film Commission | Financial Assistance Resources 
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